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First, I’d like to thank the Veterans’ Administration and the members of its Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced Services Commission for holding this hearing in Georgia, where we 
have more than 770,000 veterans who have served this nation so ably. 
 
We owe the freedom we have today to the brave service of these veterans in Georgia and across 
the nation.  And at a time when more than 150,000 troops are deployed in Iraq, it is especially 
important and timely for the Veterans’ Administration to address the health care and other 
concerns of our soldiers.   
 
As a proud veteran of the United States Marine Corps, I understand the sacrifices that our 
military personnel make.   Military service should be a career of distinction and honor, and those 
that serve should be given the resources they deserve.  With troops still facing danger and a new 
generation of veterans using VA heath care, ensuring access to health care services has become 
paramount.  However, just as important as accessibility is ensuring that veterans receive health 
care in a timely manner.  We have all heard the stories of veterans waiting six months to see a 
VA physician.  These delays are common across the country and we must address this problem.   
 
In response to the changing face of VA health care, the Veterans’ Administration has set up the 
Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) initiative.  I applaud the goal of the 
CARES Commission: To realign services to provide health care to the most veterans possible.  It 
is important for veterans to understand that although the CARES Commission may call for 
changes in the locations where health care is delivered, it will not reduce health care services to 
veterans.  I believe the result of the Commission’s hard work will be more comprehensive and 
more accessible health care for all our veterans.  I realize that these changes will not please 
everyone, but it is imperative for the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to get the most bang out of 
each taxpayer buck and to operate the most efficient system of veterans ’ health care without 
compromising its mission. 
 
We have the best military in the world and our nation’s soldiers put their lives on the line for our 
country every day. Here in Georgia, our soldiers made up the bulk of our troops deployed to the 
Middle East, and it is critically important for the VA to guarantee that they will have access to 
quality health care facilities when they return home. So, as the CARES initiative progresses, it is 
vital for the Veterans’ Administration to preserve its commitment to veterans.  I will continue to 
work to make certain that the VA remains dedicated to improving health care for veterans in 
Georgia and nationwide.  It is my hope that Congress and the Administration can work together 
to find solutions that adequately address VA’s budget concerns while still providing the quality 
health care services that our veterans deserve.   
 
Thank you. 
 












