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September 8, 2003 
 
Mr. Richard E. Larson 
Executive Director 
Cares Commission 
 
Mr. Larson, 
 
     I am pleased to have the opportunity to address the commission on the very 
important issue of closing the Canandaigua VA Medical Center. I am truly 
troubled with this proposal at a time when we as a country are involved in two 
conflicts that are very different from any this country has faced before. 
Both of these conflicts have the very real potential to produce many casualties 
of a kind we have not faced before. 
     The issue of Canandaigua having a lot of wasted or under utilized space is a 
management and government created issue with the severe under funding of 
the VA system being the main driving factor. The VA only serves around 40% of 
the eligible veterans in this area and the veteran population is getting older and 
sicker. If we close this VA the veterans will have to travel farther for care at a 
time when they are less capable of the travel. This issue could be better 
address with some changes with the rules for renting or leasing the space. As 
for the number of veterans being treated this problem is also created by the lack 
of funding since the VA has seen basically 10 plus years of budget cuts and 
currently does not have the resources to treat the patients that we see properly. 
     It is my personal belief that the proposed closing is politically driven and 
motivated. Management has now and has always had the means to operate 
efficiently. 
     The veterans this VA serves are not transferred between care givers very 
well and do not respond well to being shifted around. These patients will feel 
abandoned by their country and government again. 
     The government has a responsibility to this community as well which I do not 
think is being taken into consideration. There have been reports and talk about 
building an outpatient clinic here but there is no proposal for this to happen. 
Even if one came forward the talk was for a Monday through Friday clinic 8hrs a 
day. This is not how these veterans get sick or need care. 
     Again I thank you for giving me the opportunity to state my opinion. 
 
James Barros- President 
AFGE Local 491 








