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Indiana Wesleyan University Conference Center 
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1:00 p.m. 
 
 
Commissioners in Attendance: 

 

Mr. Everett Alvarez, Jr., Chairman 
Ms. Jo Ann Webb, Hearing Chair 

Mr. John Vogel, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Robert Ray, Commissioner 

 
 

Witnesses submitted written comments prior to the hearing in accordance with procedures for  
a public hearing.  Witnesses are grouped into panels to present comments.  Witnesses,  

except the Network Director, are asked to adhere to a five minute statement so  
Commissioners will have time to ask questions of the witnesses.  

Questions for panelists will be limited to Commissioners. 
 

Everyone is welcome to submit written comments for seven calendar days after each hearing on 
issues reviewed at the hearing.  In addition, comments may be submitted on the draft national 

CARES plan during the sixty-day period after publication in the Federal Register.  
 Comments on the testimony or draft plan may be submitted on the  

web site at www.carescommission@va.gov or to: 
 

CARES Commission 
[Marked “Comments”] 

Richard E. Larson, Executive Director 
Department of Veteran Affairs 

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 00CARES 
Washington, D.C. 20420 
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AUGUST 20, 2003 
FT WAYNE HEARING (VISN 11) 

WITNESS LIST 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE – ROLAND WEBER, FORMER POW WWII 
OPENING REMARKS – CHAIRMAN ALVAREZ AND COMMISSIONER WEBB 
 
1:00 pm 
 
PANEL #1 
Ms. Linda Belton, Network Director VISN 11, accompanied by Mr. Robert Sabin (Indianapolis  

VAMC), Ms. Susan Bowers (Illiana VAMC), Dr. Michael Murphy (Northern Indiana 
Healthcare System), Dr. Pamela Reeves (Chief Medical Officer) and Mr. Craig Anderson 
(CARES Coordinator) 

 
PANEL #2 
Mayor William Henry, Marion, IN  
  (No written statement provided) 
 
PANEL #3 
Mr. John Hickey, American Legion  
Mr. Ralph Garcia, Vietnam Veterans of America 
Mr. Paul Curtice, Veterans of Foreign Wars    
Mr. Tom Applegate, President, Indiana State Veterans Service Officers Organization  
Mr. William Jackson, Disabled American Veterans  
  (Unable to attend, written statement provided) 
 
PANEL #4 
Mr. William Overbey, President, AFGE Local 1020 (Marion)  
Amie Pounds, President, AFGE Local 1963 (Danville)  
  (Unable to attend, written statement provided) 
 
PANEL #5 
Dr. William Marshall, College of Medicine, University of Illinois  
  (No written statement provided) 
 
CLOSING REMARKS - COMMISSIONER WEBB  
 
CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENTS 
Congressman Lane Evans 
 


