
 
 

September 9, 2003 
 
Mr. Everett Alvarez, Jr. 
Chairman, CARES Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Avenue 
Washington, DC 20420 
 
Dear Mr. Alvarez: 
 
    Thank you for the opportunity to submit a response as input to the CARES 
Commission Vancouver public hearing on 26 September 2003.  It is a pleasure to submit 
a joint proposal prepared by the staffs of the VA Puget Sound Health Care System and 
Madigan Army Medical Center for movement of the medical-surgical inpatient service 
and the emergency service of the VA’s American Lake campus to co- locate with 
Madigan Army Medical Center. 
 
    Both staffs and both regional leaderships agree that the co- location is in the best 
interest of South Puget Sound veterans, who would bene fit in terms of immediate access 
to the multiple subspecialty services of Madigan Army Medical Center that are not 
present at American Lake and that might be required for the highest quality of inpatient 
care.  The alternative of transport of already-hospitalized South Puget Sound veterans 
who require high complexity inpatient care to the VA’s Seattle campus is not desirable in 
terms of patient- friendly access and immediate proximity to quality care, nor does it serve 
the interest of the federal government as a whole or taxpayers. 
 
    I respectfully request that the CARES Commission join with Dr. Leslie Burger and me 
in supporting immediate adoption of the proposal. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Original signed 
 
      Michael A. Dunn, M.D. 
      Brigadier General, US Army 
       Commanding General 
















